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RISK ASSESSMENT: Bushcraft & Shelter Building
Woodland Xperiences will minimise risks associated with this activity by using an appropriately competent staff to lead the activity. The staff will use this risk assessment and other associated paperwork as the basis for the safe delivery of the activity. Woodland Xperiences recognises the need to have a dynamic approach to risk assessment and therefore the staff will continually assess the activity as it develops and put into place the necessary actions.

	(1)

Activity /

Area of Concern


	(2)

Hazards Identified


	(3)

Persons at Risk


	(4)

Current Risk Factor 

(high, medium or low)
	(5)

Actions to be taken to minimize each risk


	 (6)

New Risk Factor

(high, medium or low) 



	Cooking/Fire/

Kelly kettle
	Burns/Scalds


	All Participants
	Med
	Clear briefing and demonstrations from staff

Heat proof gloves to be worn.

Monitor groups during preparation

Ensure stopper is NOT inserted when lighting kettle.

Staff to monitor groups during cooking.

Staff to carry a suitable first aid kit

Fire to be in suitable pit or burner.

Suitable means of extinguishing fire e.g water bucket
	Low

	
	Food Poisoning
	All Participants
	Med
	Simple food to be cooked

Staff will ensure all food is cooked correctly

Level 2 trained staff
	Low

	Equipment & Tools
	Cuts, puncture wounds, general use
	All Participants
	Med
	Wash knives separately from other utensils.

The use of Knife/Saws/Axes will be appropriately supervised and correct techniques shown.

Group ability assessed for use of all equipment.
Tools cleaned between use
Staff to carry first aid kit.
	Low

	Woodland
	Slips & Trips
	All Participants
	Med
	Clear briefing on moving around and boundaries of teaching area.

Torches to be used during low light/visibility.

Sensible footwear to be worn.
	Low

	Drinking
	Unclean water 
	All Participants
	Low
	All water to be used will be carried in for cooking and drinking.

Hands to be washed prior to cooking and eating.
Hand wash provided
	Low

	Woodland
	Trees/Dead wood
	All Participants
	High
	Trees/Dead wood will be removed to prevent any hazards.
	Low

	Shelters/Hammocks
	Shelter collapse/Equipment failure
	All Participants
	Med
	Participants given demonstration of tarp erection & hanging of hammocks using webbing straps & guy line provided. Hammocks set up and location to be inspected by staff prior to use by participant.   

Hammocks to be set at height of users seating position in case of failure.

Underneath of hammock to be clear of potential hazards or covered if applicable. Participants to work in minimum of pairs to ensure safe erection of tarps/shelters to avoid complacency after long/arduous activities or beniting.

All equipment to have regular safety checks.

Additional tents/Tarps carried in case of breakages

One shelter/tent per person
	Low

	Covid19
	Cross contamination
	All Participants
	High
	Participants and Staff to wear face mask and or gloves where safely possible.

Safe distancing of 2m when safely possible.
Hands to be washed when required in camp and at washrooms. Hand sanitiser provided in cmap.
	Med
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